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Pondicherry Literary Evening, Akash Kapur & William Dalrymple 



Oct 14th, 2014 ft Tathagata Mitra 




AKASH KAPUR 



Alliance frangaise de Pondichery (AFP) will be hosting 
'An Evening with Akash Kapur and William Dalrymple' 
at the AFP Auditorium on Friday October 17th. This 
'exciting exchange' of the two authors will be to 
celebrate their books being translated and published 
in French. While Dalrymple's 'Return of a King: The 
Battle for Afghanistan' charts the history of that 
country, Kapur's 'India Becoming: A Portrait of Life in 
Modern India' is an account of change and 
transformation in modern India. 



Akash Kapur, a social anthropologist, hails from Pondicherry. His book 'India Becoming' was 
selected by The New Yorker and The New Republic as a Best Book of 2012 and by Newsweek as 
one of its three Must Reads on Modern India. 

"It was translated by Pierre Reignier who was commissioned directly by the publisher (Albin Michel, 
in France). I read enough French to know he did a wonderful job," Akash told Zoom Pondy. "I do 
think it should be interesting to people who have a connection to this part of India (ie South India), 
but I would also like to think it might appeal to people who don't necessarily have a connection to 
India, but who are interested more generally in development." 
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William Dalrymple, is a Scottish historian, writer and 
critic. He specializes in South Asian history and has 
written many books on the subject. Among several 
awards he has won the Duff Cooper and the Wolfson 
Prize. He is also one of the co-founders and co- 
J directors of the annual Jaipur Literature Festival. 



His book 'Return of a King: The Battle for 
Afghanistan' entails the events of the First Anglo- 
Afghan War from 1839 to 1842 during the period of the British rule. The book has received 
unanimously positive response from the critics. Jason Burke's review in The Observer says, "Return 



of a King' is perhaps the most directly relevant to the present day. The author spent time in both 
Afghanistan and Pakistan during its research and elaborates on the obvious parallels with the 
current situation." 

"My books have been translated into 40 languages and this one is going to get translated into 
quite a few more," William told Zoom Pondy. "This book is not just a story about Afghanistan, not 
just any day in Afghanistan, it is a parable of a huge amount of history to let me come to". The 
book was a finalist for the 2013 Samuel Johnson Prize and the Hessell-Tiltman Prize. 



Both books will be available at the venue, and the authors will autograph copies. 

Event details: https://www.zoompondy.com/events/an-evening-with-akash-kapur-and-william- 
dalrymple/17-10-2014/ 
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Thai Food Festival, Pondicherry 

2 comments • a month ago 
Vinoth Gowrinathan — Ordered for some 
take-out food in this restaurant. Tom yum 

soup, pad thai and ... 

Jackfruit value added training and 
workshop, Pondicherry 

3 comments • 5 months ago 
Udayakumar Kollimath — Thank you very 
much for immediate response. 



Modi Announces Merger Of PIO & OCI, 
Lifetime Validity 

1 comment • 1 6 days ago 

Charles — PIO lifetime validity and talk- 
time with your family in Pondy... 

Le Gourmet 2014 

1 comment • 3 months ago 

Vinoth Gowrinathan — Good initiative by the 
Pondicherry Tourism Department 
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ABOUT ZOOM PONDY 

ZoomPondy.com is a portal dedicated to Pondicherry for it's residents, tourists and local businesses. 
Our official website provides the latest information, trending news and events happening in 
Pondicherry. Visitors can access sections like Events, Trending, Business Directory, Classifieds, Ask, 
Hotel Booking and Taxi Booking. 

ZoomPondy.com is an initiative that promotes Pondicherry in many ways, in turn capturing the 
essence of the city. 
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